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§ 202.9 Decisions by the Secretary of
Transportation.

Decisions of the Secretary will be
reached in accordance with applicable
law and the evidence. Upon the deter-
mination of a case taken under review
by the Secretary, a written decision
and opinion which states the Sec-
retary’s conclusions and an expla-
nation thereof will be issued.

§ 202.10 Petitions for reconsideration.

Petitions for reconsideration of deci-
sions by the Secretary in any case
taken under review will be considered,
upon a showing of good cause, if filed
within ten (10) days of service of the
Secretary’s decision.

§ 202.11 Ex parte communications.

Oral or written communications with
the Department concerning a matter
subject to Secretarial review under
section 6.01 of Department Order 117–A,
unless otherwise provided by law or by
order, rule, or regulation of the Depart-
ment, shall be deemed ex parte commu-
nications and shall not be part of the
record and shall not be considered in
making any recommendation, decision
or action; Provided, however, That this
rule shall not apply to customary in-
formal communications with Depart-
ment counsel, including discussions di-
rected toward the development of a
stipulation or settlement between par-
ties; communications of a nature
deemed proper in proceedings in U.S.
Federal courts; and communications
with Department counsel which merely
inquire as to procedures or the status
of a proceeding without discussing is-
sues or expressing points of view. Any
written communication subject to the
above stated rule received by the De-
partment shall be placed in the cor-
respondence file of the case, which is
available for public inspection. If an
oral communication subject to the
above stated rule is received, a memo-
randum setting for the the substance of
the conversation shall be made and
placed in the correspondence file.
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§ 203.1 Scope of rules.
(a) The provisions of this part apply

to applications which involve statu-
torily mandated hearings under sec-
tions 605(c) and 805(a) of the Merchant
Marine Act, 1936, as amended (46 U.S.C.
app. 1175(c), 1223(a)), hereinafter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Act’’, conducted by
the Maritime Administrator or Mari-
time Subsidy Board of the Maritime
Administration, hereinafter referred to
collectively as the ‘‘Administration’’.

(b) The provisions of this part are to
be construed consistently with the Ad-
ministration Rules of Practice and
Procedure in 46 CFR part 201. If this
part and 46 CFR part 201 conflict, this
part shall govern.

§ 203.2 Applications.
(a) Notice of all applications subject

to this part shall be published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER, in accordance with
the provisions of 46 CFR 201.72.

(b) All applications under section
605(c) of the Act shall specify, at a min-
imum, full details of the existing or
proposed new or amended service, to
include itineraries and the number and
type of vessels currently operated in
the trade or trade route, the number
and type of vessels proposed to be oper-
ated in the trade or trade route, the
frequency of sailings and port calls and
the nature and extent of U.S.-flag and
any foreign-flag competition. As a
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